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Man in us ſhould be renened Day by Day. Bit 


on the other Hand, the, longer People liv * 


that they ſhould grow yet ' worſe towards God: 


that chat very little Goodnefs, - which is in them as | 
there are wins Seeds or Sparks thereof in the wort 
of Men) ſhould die and go out, of them before their 
Soul goes out of the Body, all this ſeems prepoſterous 
and certainly T heſe Things ought not ſo to be. But the 


Spirit of God Anon what it in Mau, and ans 1 


ges forth ſuitable Commands, Cautions and 


retions, And Yo theſe Words which I have 9 55 | 
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plied unto two Sorts of People... 
Firſt, To Sinners, | 
Secondly, To Saints, | 
I ſhall endeavour to handle them as to ad 


As to the Firſt; It m _ be fuxrmiſed and Dogg. 


What ſigfitfies it for God or his Spitit, to give fort 

Commandments unto Sinners, in that Sinners will 

not obey them God knows their Hearts, and nds 

there 4 Principle of Diſobedience and Fromgrdneſ 
«$7.17. But to this ag We anſwered, l 
. of 550 
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= doth prove them, to know-what is in their Heart, whither 
EE” they will keep his Commandments or nd, Deut. 3. 2. 4; 


be faith alſoin Oſee, I pill pall tbem my People which wer: 
mn my Peoples and ber beloved which was not Beloved. 
i ſhall qe jo paſe, That in the Place where it nat 
aid unto then 7. dre” not my People, there: ſhall they 
bie called wy wy the living God, Rom. 9. 25, 16. 
ait is manifest een by Experience, That the 
=. | convert Sinners; and transform 
change then into Saints. It was 4 Voice Jpeating 
RET iz, Acts 26. 14. which made a Perſecuting 
Sz tome a Preaching Pal. And f either by 
9 


_ what. ( ent Thoughts are perceived within the Sou 
= "oF by what they hear from the Word Preached, or 
by what they Read from the written Word, it comes 
to paſs that each Sinner is converted from the Error 
of his Ways, that ever is converted... © 
For the Children are come to the Birth, and there i; 
not Strength to bring forth, 74 71 1 Even ſo there 
are in Sinners, and Ungodly, and Hypberites , ſome 
Willings and Wouldings (as we commonly Phraſe 
them) towards being Converted, and c6ming off ut- 
' terly from their Sins and Errors; but yet for all 
that, they fall and turn to them again. There are 
ſome {ot op thong 1n them to accept of God's Terms, 
to ariſe and be Saved, they have a Mind to it now 
agd then; but yet they not giving way throughly un- 
Wit, are Vexcd and Troubled, and yet they are not 
better, and advanced further towards Good. 
Mee as r we can juſt move or lift up ſuch 
king a hittle way from the Ground, put we can- 
bet carry it away, with us : So there are in them 
dome Thoughts towards the putting off of the ol Man, 
_ Ir hie h 15-corrupt, according to the deceitful. 1 it of the 
and that they put on the new. Man, which 4, 
=; G4, „ created in Figbieonſueſt and true Hol inc. 
= But theſe are Thouglih in thent dnly, "Tvhiich do not 
eus forth turcher . mito. ſuitable © E ou; 4 and 
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8 hear, or whit her they will forbear, Ezek. 2. 5. Whither 
==” . they will obey them or not. For hereby the Lord God 
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Mon, * They conſume Apen like the gntimely Fruit % 
Aman, and their good Piitpoſes are Blighted 10” 
the Bloſſom. pos ran they, which when they Me 
heard, Zee nd are choaked with Cares, and. Rich- 
en and Pleaſuret of this Life, and bring no Fruit to | 
Perfection, „ 14. Like as Herod heard Fohn - 
Bl f ladly, an did mart Things; And as Felix 
trembled at the Preaching of Pail : Even fo where 
the Word of God is faithfully and trüly Preached, 
with Power and with Life, it hath a ſenſible Work- I 
ing, not only in them that Beltgwe, but alſo in al! 
them that Hear and Underſtand it. To Diſcourſe 
of Heaven, and the Bleſſedneſs thereof, ſeems unto" Fi 
them ar 4 lovely Song of one that bath a pleaſan: Viet, 
ou egn ply well on 1 Infruncnt, they will and 06) 
give it the Hearing: Though perhaps they, may be 
jlt moved a little, yet they will not actually be 
perſuaded to-go in the way that leads towards it; for 
they Hear thy Words, but they will not do them, Fzck. 
33- 32. It may ſeem 1nſignificant to put ſuch CBru- 
lid among the People) in Mind» of the Words of our 
Text, Be warchful and ſtrengthen the Things which re. 


: 


preſuppoſe ſomewhat more then our common and « 
uſual Labour; but they do not fo much as Labour 
in the Day; for they do nothing, or what is not worth _ 8 
Ipeaking of, towards a Bleſſed Immortality, 
Vet here again, As our wiſe and graciqus Gt nn. 
doth not quench the ſmoaking Flax, nor get break the, _—_—_ 
bruiſed. Reed 1 his Servant and Miniſter (whoſe © x 
Character is, That he ſhall deal Prudently) ought al- 
Y to cheriſh, encourage and further the leaſt begig 
mngs and tendencies towards Godlineis and Obedt> | ' ü 
ence ::. For who hath deſpiſed the Day of ſmall Things? © 
The. Miniſter and Servant of the moſt thigh Gd, _ — 
ſhould | here rather afford his helping Hand; fer = 
herein he would be like unto his great Maſte. 4 
taught 5 alſo to go, taking them by their Arms; "8 
biz they. ew not that 72 healed them, Hol. 11. 3 17 Na+ _—_— 
zzodly People, are as 
way. of God's Com-- » HM 
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iaadments, as Infants newly come out of their 
Withers Womb, cannot go alone by themſclves. 
= AW {God would, Lea and be doth bring them off 
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= it not, and others will not be led and guided by him, 
Auch this is the Condemnation, that God, aud the 
Word of his Grace would convert Sinners; but 
” they will ngt be converted by hum. O Feraſalem, 

Jer «ſalem, Rs ofren would have gathered thy. Chil- 

| Aren together, even as a Hen gathereth her Chickens: un- 
Aer Fey ningt, an ge would no', Mat. 23. 37; Who 
SS ill have all Aden to be ſaved, and to come unto the knoy- 
else of therruth, 1 Tim. 2. 4. But as for thoſe poor 
= $ .* Souls that ſhall at laſt periſh nevertheleſs through 


their. own fault, for they bave deSFroged themſelves; 
but i God might have been their hope; Ibis will be 
the Indignation and Wanne tlie Tribulation and 
Anginſh; yea, it will be the gnawing of the Worm 
Which ſhall never Die, that even they might have 
been ſaved, and that they might have inherited ſub- 
” Ftance and Glory, who heretofore deſpiſed | Wiſdom, 
which was the way of coming to t. 
1 We are all, both Saints and Sinners, made up of 
a mist Nature. The Sinners are, for the moſt part, 
made up of Corruption and Sin, and they have but 
1 little Grace and Goodneſs in them. The Saints, for 
the molt part, are made up of Grace and Goodneſs, and 
alſo they have a little Corruption and Sin abiding in 
then; tlwt theleſs of this ſo much the better. For 
although they are partakers of the Divine Nature, and 
it is in them throughont ; yet there is a kind of Scent 
fand Taſte of this old Corrupt and Sintul Nature. E. 
ven Peter, the chief of the Apoltles, did Savour th 
thing, of Hen. And ſo do the Saints of the firlt rate 
here on Earth. Now according as Grace and Good- 
BE. . ne{$ do make up the whole, or the much greater pat 
= . of any Man, fo he hath a well grounded hope of Sa! 
vation. If as People have received from the Scrip 
tures, and from the true and faithful Preaching there: 
ol, . how they ong ht to wl , and to pleaſe God; lo the) 
Would abowid more an 
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from that corrupt and weak State; but many #9 | 


4 more, 1 Thel. 4. 1. aud d 
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this throughout the whole courſe of their Life; - AI 


| cording to its Suggeſtions Dictates. This, and ſuch 


| more deſire that our Souls may be kept free and 
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this is ſome comfortable Evidence for Heaven. By* x 
the way, it is Convenient and Neceſſary:to be upon 
clearing up and examining our Evidences, becauſe; 8 
the Day of our Life goeth away; and as we learn 718 
from the words of our Text, we are ready to die: dg +» 
hereby diligence may be given to make our. calling and _ 
election ſure. And care may be taken, that. wen 
this Life, which is as a Vapour and contiueth not,” 
oth out, and is ended, a bleſſed Immortality and 
ternal Life may ſucceed and be grafted thereon. 
- $0 again it is on the other hand, where the Le- 
proſie of Sin, and the Leaven of Corruption doth: 
overſpread; and diduſe it ſelf throughout the whole 
Man, where Sin doth reign in this mortal Body, and . mb 
they are become the Servants of Sin; and they do _ = 
tor the moſt part, or throughout the longer Courle, 
but eſpecially the latter part of their Life (which 
chiefly. is to decide their everlaſting Condition) ac- 
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like, 18a fad ſign that they are Children of Perdition; 
lor theſe are ſymptoms of Death Eternal. And tho', 
indeed, we are not to judge our fellow Creatures; 
for to their own Maſter they are to tand or fall; yet. 
nevertheleſs by ſuch ſigns (from which we do ever- 


clear) A. ſhrewd gueſs may be given, that ſuch Peok 
ple in whom they are found, will be caſt-aways. In 
the time of the Plague, when the blue Spots come _ 
out, and appear forth upon any, then they thut up 
the Door of thoſe Houſes, and write an Inſcription 
over them, Lord have mercy upon ul. But when Peg. 
ple are evil contingally, Gen. 6.5. and ſinful througb- 
out ; when they bave a perfect Hatred and Antifa 
thy againſt all Goodneſs, or ſerious Godlineſs; when Fg . 
they are Given up to vile Affections, and to 4 reprobai e al 
Mind, Rom. 1. 26, 28. te their own hearts luſts, and BR 
1094: in their own comnſels, Plal. 81. 12. When they 
de pas Feeling, having their conſcience: ſeared with an ' 
th: Tron, Wien they commit that fin. unto death, 1 13 
ea be. ſhall pray for it, 1 John 5. 16. Why .' "1 al 
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= emſelves to cry out, Lord, have Mercy upon ns. Of 
= ſuch it is written, And the door mas ſbut. Afterward 
came alſo the the other Virgins. ſaying, Lord, Lord, o- 
pen to us. But he anſwered and ſaid, Verily I ſay unto 
= you, I know ye not, Mat. 25. 10, 11, 12. But they 
mould have cried ſooner, Lord, have Mercy upon ur. 
And they ſhbald bave done thoſe things before, to 
= - have pleaſed God, that he ſhould not have left them 
to themſelves, and then they had never came to 
ſuch a pitch of Wickedneſs and Miſery. It is a fad 
= thing to be leſt to our ſelves, and to have the Lord 
© depart from us, and to withdraw his Grace and 
Iruth from a ny one, letting bim go on in his Ima- 
gtunations and Banton; or then Deftruction and 
= Milcry will be in their Ways, and the Way of 
peace they have not known. Who is wiſe, and he 
hal underſtand theſe things? Prudent, and he ſhall 
aon them; For the ways of the Lord are rigbt, and the 


therein, Hof. 14. 9. 


And ſo this is the Reſult of the whole foregoing 
©  HeadofDiſcourſe ; The Word and Commandments 
= of God do nevertheleſs belong unto Sinners, altho' 
= - they do not Obey the one, nor yet are Saved by the 
_— . other. And ſo this fame word is For a ſanctuary un- 
hem that fear the Lord of Hoſts : But for a jtone of 
RS {umbling, and for 4 Rock of Offence to both the houſes 
/ gef; for a Gin, and for 4 Snare unto the Inhabi- 
= And many among them ſhall ſtum- 


= tans Poodles. 

ee, and fall, and be broken,-and be ſnared, and be ti 
e, IIa. 8. 14, 15. Even to them which ſtunsble at tit 
n being diſobedient, 1 Pet. 2. 8. The Word of Gol 
bath fome effect upon them, though it be to con- 
1 Vince and make them a little more relenting; As 
aba did walk ſoftlyund humbled himſelf after he had 
eard the Prophets Meſſage Sometimes again, Peo- 
ple are more bardened under the Word and the Mi- 
_ miltry thereof. So that the Word of God hath its 
= cf, though it becomes a Savour of dearh unto dew 
umd ſome, and a Savovr of life unto life unto ove 
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juſt ſhall walk in them; but the rranſgreſoxrs ſhall fal 
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thok liveſt, and. art dead. 


th, 
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} Ok of our Text, Be watechſul and 
frengthen the * which remain, that are reaiy to die; 
for | 


And ſo the words 


: have not found thy works perfect before God, do 


of their good will, and of their own accord, will © 


not fulfill one part, or Iota thereof. For they are 


ſo far from having their Works per fect before God, that 
they have not ſo much as begun, nor yet have they 
any good Work in them. And they are fo far off 
from the watchtul and ſtrengthening part, that they 


do nothing atall towards it. 


But as appears yet more clearly from the words 


immediately foregoing the Text, I know thy works, 


that thou haſt. a Name, that thou liveſt, and art dead : 


It ſeems hereby, as if the Text did more immediate- 
ly relate to an indifferent middle ſort of People be- 
tween them both, rather: than to Saints and Sin- 
ners. And therefore, before we come to handle it 
with reſpect unto the latter; It may. be convenient 
and requiſite to ſpeak ſomewhat to this indifferent 
middle fort of Chriſtians, as I call them. That theſe 
are certainly meant and intended, I do gather from 
this Phraſe of the Fry Ghoft, Thou haſt a Name, that 


of Chriſtians, or Servants of God; but they have not 
the Thing. Others do at firſt apprehend, and them- 
ſelyes are ready to imagine, That they do live the 
Spiritual Hife, but the 
Kut; and the Gifts and Graces of God he dead and 
uſeleſs in them. Whereunto is pertinent that ſaying 


of James 2. 26. For as the Body without the Spirit is Y 


dead, ſo faith without works is dead alſo. And ſo they 


ate in the way towards eternal Death, According 
to What is written, There is a way that ſeemeth right in 
but the paths thereof lead unto death. © 


a Man omn ehe, 

Theſe indifferent middle fort of thoſe, Who bawe 
« Name, That is, they are called Chriſtians, Reli- 
2100s, Servants of God, Worſh'ppers, and ſuch like 


but rhe are not ſo in Truth) do make up far the 
greater Number in the vittble Church. And hew- 4 


Wen the Papiſt do imagine 855 build their falſe and 
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And ſo theſe have the name 


are Dead in 1744 and 
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fſeigned Purgatory. For, ſay they, The much greater 
© part of Men and Women are an mdifterent middle 
| part of Peeple; That is, neither very good, nor yet 
+ * yery bad; but of a kind of a Moral and Civil out- 
ward Converſation, as we commonly term them, 
Which Obſeryation indeed (to ſpeak 545 the man- 
ner of Men) is fo{ far true. For thus it may be cal- 
culated and pronounced concerning the Inhabitants 
of this, Nation, and” of the other parts oß the Chri- 
ſtian World, moſt People are of an indifferent mid- 
dle ſort, ſo as to comply with, and obſerve the Rules 
of humane Nature and univerſal Cuſtom, as to 
carry on the Courſe of the, World. But then the 
Papits, who are become vain in their imaginations, 
and their fooliſh heart is darkened, go on falfly do Rea- 
| fon aſter this manner. Therefore, fay they, ſuch 
People not being very good, have done nothing worthy 
of, ſo as to deſerve Heaven; nor yet ſo very bad, as to 
geſerve to be caſt into Hell; and thereupon they aſſigu 
Purgqatory to ſuch as are of a middle ſtate between 
= them, both, That they may be Purged away f om their 
droſs, To allude unto Haiab 1. 25. and 
Sins, ſo as to be rendred meet for the inheritance of the 
Saints in Light, and fit to be received up into Heaven 
at laſt. But in all this they do err, not Anon ing the 


A Scriptures, nor the power of God, nor yet the way and 
method of the Diſpenſation of his Kingdom, nor yet do 


they know the Trath of Things. For as the Scriptures 
do make mention only of two Places after this Lite, 
Heaven, or Hell, Come ye Bleſſed, or Go ye Curſed : 
Ss the ſame Scriptures of Truth do aſſure us, That 
there are but two ways only which Icad to them both, 
De broad, or narrow way, and all People arc in one 
or the other, For though to ſpeak after the manner 
of Men; and when we talk like the People of the 
4 World, we commonly ſay, Such are an indifferent 
== good ſort of Peopl®: Yet the Scripture; which knows 
RR what is in Man, and all that is in Man, doth never 
==. expres. it on this wiſe. But that divides and di- 
inęuiſhes all Mankind inte RNighieout and Wicked, 
3 Mal. 3. 18. Fall and Unjuſt, Mat. 5. 45. Clean aud 
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II. Saint, Or Sinner 


good nor hurt ; for: every thing doth one or the other, 
either it tends to ſave $ deſtroy, although we man 

times perceive it not. And fo all the doings of Lite 
(though here again we are not ſo ſenſible as we ſhould 
be) are as ſo many ſteps or turnings aſide in a ſour- 


do read in ſundry places of Scripture: concern- 
ing . Unbelievers and Ungodly. Under 
the firſt word, Hypocrites are comprehended thoſe 
indifferent middle fort of People, as we uſually 
term them. For whereas the Hypocrite doth ſeem 
to be Mghteous or Religious when he is not. And 
by what the Apoſtle ſaith, JF any Man among you 
ſeem ro be Religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but 
aecerverh his own heart, this Mans Religion 1s vain, 


10, So whoſoever ſeems to be Religious, or an out- 
ward Worſhippen of God, and yet lives in the tranſ- 


that Perſon is an Hypocrite. The r ſeems 
mtwardly. of a fair and plauſible Converſation. 


Righteous judg ment, do think and ſpeak well of bim. 
And then many-Unbehevers and Ungodly People, 
do hve according to the Principles of Nature, which 
are Good and Civilized, and they become ſuch as 
meerly Men thould be. Whereupon they, that are 
of- the World, and do ſpeak after the manner of the 
World, they give out a favourable Character of theſe 
alſo. But God, whoſe Thoughts are not our Thoughts, 
Ia. 55. 8. doth paſs another kind of Sentence an 
Judgment upon them; whereby Hypocrites are 
doomed to dwell with verlaſting Burnings, Wa. 33. 
I And appoint him bis portion with the Hypocrites, 
Mat, 24. 51, But the unbelieving (hall have their part 


il 


e 
Uneledn,” Eccleſ.' 9. 2. Holy and Filthy, Rev. 22. 

Godly, or Ungod iy; for in 
very Truth, erety Soul is Gracious, or Graceleſs. It 
doch fear God, or fear him not. And fo there is no 
indifferency in Things, ſuch as are ſaid, to neither do 


ney, which lead} either towards Heaven, or Hell. 
c 


James 1. 26. For whoſoever ſhall lte the whole Law, 
and yet offend in one point, he is ene of all, James 2. 
el 


greſſion of any one Law or Commandment of God, 


Herenpon the World judging by appearance, and a, 
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22 17 the ſecond Death, Rev. 21:8. The ungod 
nor fand in the Py ae. Pal. 1. 5. So that, al. 
e 


"godly are ccunted morally Honeſt, and civil Peopt 


© Heaven, neither yet are. they fo bad as to deſene 


= a apt to think it hard, and they hope otherwit, 
I!bat for the Pleaſures of Sin for. Faulen (v 1 


ih 


Rs, * 
r . . 
a 1 
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in the Take which burneth with fire and brimſtone, whit 
ly [hall 
tho many of theſe Hypotrites,, Unbelievers and Un. 
in the Opinion and Eſteem of the World ; yet from 
hence we may ſee and fear what their end is likely 
© to be. Yea further, Jeſas Chriſt hath Preach! 
' Exeluſion from Heaven to the real Honeſt, an 
meer moral Man (who dothgxceed the Hypocrite) n Recau 
that true ſaying of his,-Ex our Righteouſneſs ſb ; , 
- exceed the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes 4p Phariſees, y. 5 
hall in 0 wiſe enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, 8 
Nat. 5. 20. Unleſs Grace is ſupperadded to Mor I n 
lity, and unleſs the Knowledge, Obedience and Wik 
Fear of the Lord God is;joyned together with th: i x tag 
pelt Principles of Nature, and the moſt exatt bone. 'He 
© iy (which will improve and perfect them) there i; N peo 10 
no going to Heaven at r I 4 7 
. And as to that vain Imagination, That although 4 b. 
ſuch middle fort of People do not things worthy d not 
do de caſt into Hell: Herein agaiain they do c, m Nu 
ftnowing the Seriptures, nor the Will and Decree of for iK 
God. For as touching this Matter, we have the — 
Seriptures ſpeaking on this wiſe. We are by Natur * 
the Chililren of, wrath : For the wages of Sin is Death Fat 52 


cer all Hypocrify, Unbelict and Ungodlineh fiſt 8 


Sin) bat - the gift of God is qrernal life, through Fe ck x 
_ Chriff our Lord, Rom. 6. 23. For all have {tinned IT 


And done things worthy of stripes; but the be e 


Saints and Servants of Gad that ever lived on tus; "0 
Earth,” did not things worthy of Heaven and cte- gion 5 
nal Life, nor yet of the ten thouſandth part ther- Mabie per 
of. When What have done all theft things which id 15 
- commanded you, ſay, We: are unprofi. able ; af . 4 7. 
bez done that which was our duty ie do, Luke 17. e 75 
Notwithſtanding what Jonathan faid, 7 have taff 
but a litile Honey, and lo I muſt die : So People ae e 
t isa cc 
teſe in 
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We 


bid WY der tafling a little Honey, as this hort Liſe is in 


y ſhal compariſon to that vaſt and exceeding duration of 
AU Eternity) that they ſhould die eternally. * Yet a 
5 . onſul and ungodly Life, though it be never fo ſhort 

r Land ſoon over, doth deſerve Hell for evermore. But 
4 ron the utmoſt Goodneſs, vr Godlineſs for a few Days 
wm or Years, doth not merit in the leaſt, that fulneſs of 
1 ji and pleaſures for evermore which are at God's right 

, and W754; The reaſon of this diverlity is aforementioned, 


rite) u Becauſe the Wages of Sin is Death; but the Gift of Go 


eſs ſhal 
iJees, y 
Heaven, 

Mora- 
ce and 
1th the 


ir eternal Life. And if any would be ſo'curious as 
to be willing to know the Reaſon of this Difference 


things of like Nature, to the good pleaſure of his 
Wilt, who is the Creator and Diſpoſer of all Things. 
Even ſo, Father; for fo it ſeemed good in thy fight. © 


t bone. Hearken thereſore ye indifferent middle fort 'of 
there öH people; who in this Chriſtian Nation, have 


4 Name that ye live, and are dead. Ye fee by what 


Ithouzl bath been aforeſaid ont of his Word, that God bath 
orthy d not choſen ye as Heirs of the Kingdom which be thath 
dcteri promiſed to them that love him, James 2. 5. For in 
th " very deed it is to be feared, that ye do not love God 
es fl ik ye did in Deed and in Truth love God, ye 


would never content your ſelves, nor reft ſatisfied 


Bum (as now ye do) with this indifferent middle fort of 
1 ey, State and Condition + But ye would endeavour to 


eo better And advance further in the Knowledge 
gh Jon of the Lord, and in the Chriſtian Life. But ye take 
te bel bp with a cuſtomary courſe of outward Worſlup, 


and formal Godlinefs, in going to Church, or ſuch 


on tu Congregation; which ohly will nerer be a Reli- 
ind eter gion to the ſaving of the Soul. It may be ſeaſon- 
it there gabe and proper to put ſuch in mind of what was 
hich aid unto the Angel of the Church of the Laodice- 
ents; lone, nom thy vort, thate hon art neither cald nor 
17. N hit; I would thou nert cold er hot > So then, hecauſe 
de 5 hen art lake warm, and neither cold nor hot, I will 
copte ae bur thee out of my month, Rev. 3. 14, 15, 16. For 
580 dies cold and heartleſs out ward Profeſſion, which 
W 
1 


lie indifferent middle lort of people take up with- 
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jet further. Here we ſhould refer this; and all other 
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is good, and ſo far it is well; but there is alſo on 
thing wanting, namely, 
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comfort thereby in the mean while. 


There is a general Vein or Principle of good. Na. 


ture, which runs almoſt throughout all Men and 
Women. They are for living quietly amongſt their 
Neighbours, and they do not care to Diſpleaſe, but 
rather they have a ſhew of good Will, and they are 


3 9 ready to do kindneſſes for one another. All which 
ds well; for if it were not ſo, there would be ro 


living among Men, eſpecially in this corrupt State. 
But yet here it may be obſerved, As Nature is let 
and comes ſhort of Grace, So this good Temper, or 
Diſpoſition of theirs, is much inferiour unto the 
Love of Chriſtians ; whereof it is written, ) thi; 


*D | - ſhall all Men know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye low 


oy 4 
©; 


one another. I have often thoupht as to thoſe People 
who arę good Natured, and good Neighbaurs, that 


many ate fit to carry on the Courſe of the World, 


who ate not meet to be partakers of the Inheritance 
of the Saints in Light. I hawe again thought as to 


this, That it is pity that any real good Conditioned 


Z 4 People ſhould not ſerve God alſo, or that they ſhoull 


come ſhort of Heaven; iuſomuch as Heaven is pre- 
' pared and deſigned for the Good aud Wiſe only. I 
am vexed at the Heart at a good Natured ungodly 
Man, or Woman: As alſo IL am vexed at the Heart 
at a good Natured Drunkard, or at any other real 

ood Conditioned Sinner, who is no body's Enemy 
put his own, For in all theſe I ſee ſomewhat that 


| That tlie one ithould ceaſe 
from his Ungodlineſs, and the other from his Drunk- 
enneſs, or fromm whatever Sin doth mott eaſily beſct 


0 - him. For if they would be Ferſect, or as it is in the 
words of our Text, Have their Works perfect before 
Gua, they muſt go and ſel all that they have, and then 


they ſhall have Treaſure in Heaven. They mult 
deny all Ungodlineſs and Irreligion, they mult part 
with and forſake all Sin and Wickedneſs here, if 
they would conte to Heaven hereaſter. Except 15 


12 


|” al; which, as we hence learn, will not do them "any 
good at the end of things, as themſelves receive ng 
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Circamciſed with the Circumciſion of the Heart, 

m cutting of all the excreſcencies of Sin and Luft 

there, they cannot be ſaved. & _ 
We commonly ſay, when a Man is to 0 to ſuch 

A Place, and to be there by ſuch a Time for to gain 

an hundred Pounds, but he comes thort of it by a 

Mile or two, or by a Minute or à quarter of an Hour, 

and when many run in a Race, and one obtains the 

Prize, it it pity»but that the others who had done fo 

much towards it, ſhould alſo bave obtained. It is 

exactly the ſame, and ſo it will appear at the end 

of Things, of thoſe who are not far from the King- 

dom of Gd, and yet never come there. And fo they 

are to be pitied in like manner, who ſhall advance 

balf way towards Heaven (as the indifferent middle 

ſort of people do) but yet they never go quite thtough- 

out : For they ſhould have hearkened unto, and 

complied with the Exhortation, which ſpeaketh unto 

them as unto Children, and young Beginners, and a- 

moſt Chriſtians. Let us therefcre fear, leaft a promiſe be- 

ing left us of entring into his Reſt, any of you ſhould ſeem 

to come ſport of it, Heb. 4. 1. Be watchful and frenghten, 

the things which remain, that are ready to die; for Thave 

not found thy works perfect Bore God. | 
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Now we come in the third Place to ſpeak ſome- 
what of this word as it doth belong to Saints. 


Although when we ſpeak tothe foregoing ſort of 
Hearers, eſpecially to the firſt, Then J ſaid, I have 
laboured in vain, 1 have ſpent my ſtrength for nought 
and in vain, yet ſurely my julgment is with the Lord, 
and my work with my God, Iſa. 49. 4. who knows for 
what intent I applied my Diſcourſe unto them. But. 
although the word be loſt upon theme Like as Rain 
Alling upon ſtony Places, or the Duſt of the Wil- 
deryefs, is not therefore of leſs worth and excellency 
in in ſelf; for it is the ſame Rain which falls there, 
as what" falls upon good and: fruitful Ground; but 
the mcapacity is in the Subject; yet ſeeing that I write 
| of the common Salvation, and I now addreſs my felf » 


— 


l 2 2 = 7 * 
8 ; _-_ Fs 8 
1 * ; —_— 4 has 4,3 am . , odds. RS 1 W g = 1 
2 — 8 * a: 2 N 1 ? F< * 3 R EO =" EN MIT > a 8 * 2 a 
8 = a A 2 Boy 2 4 — 8 h 8 — 23 = £ 
T” * * 1 = : 12 * 898 AS — * , ” 
> . a Y 7 - EN 3 „ — vy—— — r 4 : 7 — — 
.. ˙ mA ¾˙— rn ory oe n : * Wy — — — net IEES EF TO 
— — 8 £ NET, 0 . wy — bl ——— n oy ww. * FW, <A 22 2 f ts dei 9 - _ 5 py 
- an 7 r 4 - * oxy _— , — — : 8 = ” _ 1 f - E y 1 - - . 
= =— 22 ot > r 8 ——— *, <a BO Pens * — . 4 i r — TEN — . 
- G nl oy — — — = — 8 1 22 a — tas. © Mg as N 
22 — pd — * 32 w- PF; Bn * * a — — INT — 4 = _— = 1 we = - * — 
ET. 2 : 2 £ . —— 


** 
5 r 
- gh 
„ ; » 4; 
8 * oo « " 8 Sn N 
4 g « ; 12 $9.41 * LE N . 
8 | . 1 KIT „ A RS 
- T * * % 5 1 7 
I 2 4 . FN 2 ek 5 fx 2 3s 6 * 4 n 4 3 J 
* ** 1 42 ag 


R "I — ; «a 
l 2 ag 8 9 48 i VET, 
* 18 1 * "DIVE, 2 OY * 
- 6 
— x 


2 immediately unto Saints; But Beloved, 7 hn 
better things of ye, and things which accompany Salvation, 
though bus jpeak. ines fi tn Wk 

Here im the firſt place we are to put a difference] 
for it is one Principal part of the Miniſterial Office 


P - 


to put 4 difference, Ezek. 22. 26.) between thoſe that 
are mal Saints, and thoſe that are called Saints. Fo 
the Bleſſing and good Things of God, will no mote 
belong to all thoſe named Saints of the Romiſh Cz. 
lendar, than that Epithet, His Holineſs is true and 
proper to all their Popes ; ſome of whom have been 
unpure and Filthy in their Life and Converſation, 
after the manner of Beaſts. Holineſs in the Ab. enn 
ſtract, is only a true and proper word for God him- Mut wt 
ſelf; for ſo the Scripture calls him His Holineſs. Wis Mere 
ſhall not fear thee, Q Lord, and glorifie thy Name? Fu 


lemptio 
al. 4 
lo wha 


bon only art holy, Rev. 15. 4. So that it is a kind FRE: 
of Blaſpbemy to uſe and apply it to any mortal Crea-Mng if 
ture whatſoever, and much more to call him ſo, he Dit 
who is a Man of Sin, and Son of Perdition, 2 Theſ. 2.3, Nenn, 


But as the Apoſtle doth ſuperſcribe two of his Epiſiles 
To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called tobe Saints, 
Rom. 1. 7. Uſito the Church of God, which is at Corinth, 
to them that are ſanftified in Chriſt Jeſus, called to h., 


ructioi 
Were 
alled to 
ind pec 


Saints, 1 Cor. 1. 2. Bythele two preliminary Phrals hea bel; 

_ . P:d of God, and Sanctifed in Chriſt yet for hs. ſuch 
= * God andChriſt knows the Hearts of all, and alto whe ing C 
= the Hearts of ſuch. are purified by Faith, Acts 15. 9, uence a 
Hereby a difference is put (Paul ſhewed himſeltf 2 loption, 


. true Miniſter herein) between all real and oni Vea 
named Saints. As allo every Word and Particle = 
' yea, the very Iotas in Scripture are fignificative and 
to he obſerved; So that | from this Phraſe of P 
here twice uſed, callgd to be Saints; and from wha 
is elſewhere written, Called of God, as was Aaron 
” Heb.s. 4 This Doctrine may be. gathered, That 
only God the Judge of all Men, and his Spirit“ 
to call any to be Saints. But we Men, who art 
fellow Creatures, and, know not the Hearts of 0: 
= © thers, are not to call our ſelves, or one another Saints 
And yet much leſs may they call; but certaiph 
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hey eannot make any to be Saints, who ſpeak with, 

ing lips, and with a double heart, Or who have 
be Lak Teſs Christ, the Lord of glory, with Heft of 
rant. For though they actors er { 

ft, yet they cannot make Saints (winch is the Gift 
f God) with Money, as the manner of ſome is, who. 
erein deceive the People. For the Spirit of God faith 
xpreſly, None of them can by any means redeem his Bro- 
her, nor give to God a ranſom for bim; For the Re- 
lemption 9 their Soul is precious, and It ceaſeth for evex, 

Mal. 49. 7, 8. Let ignorant and fſottiſh Mankind 
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never ſo much. to 


oenant with Death, and with Hell are we at agreement. 
Bat what ſaith the anſwer of God unto ſuch ?. Tou- 
wenant with Death ſhall be diſannulled, and your 4- 
preement with Hell ſhall not ſtand, lia. 28. 15, 18. 
But to let alone thoſe blind leaders of the Blind; 
ad if the Blind lead the Blind, both ſhall fall into 
he Ditch. As the Apoſtle Paul in his Epiſtle to the 
Romans and Corinthians, doth ſend Heavenly In- 
ructions, and make known Divine Truths to ſuch 
5 were Beloved of God, and Santtified in Chriſt Feſus, 
alled to be Saints. So all Scripture doth in an eſpecial 
ind 11e manner appertain to them. But ſtrong 
eat belongeth to them that are of full Age, Heb. 5 14. 
ſuch ate thoſe called to be Saints; and then they 
ans Chriſt's, and Chriſt being God's, by Conſe- 
uence and of Neceſſity alſo, To them pertaineth the A- 


mſelf ation, and the Covengnts, and the Promiſes, Rom. g. ; 
nd only. Vea, the whole written Word of God doth be: 


Particle, 
tive and 

of Pal 
m with 
s Aaron, 
ed, That 

Spurit 8 
who at 
rts of 0s 
er Saints 
certainly 

> ty 
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Alt Scripture is given by inſpiration of God, and is 
refitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correction, for 
action in Righteogſneſs.. That the Man of God 
le perfect, throughly furniſped unto all good works, 
Tim. 3. 16. 17. So that particular Scripture from 
hence our preſent Text is taken, is profitable for 
I theſe ſeveral Ends. For Doclrine; That is con- 
hes in theſe; words, Be watchful. For Reproof ; 
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e ready ig die. For Correftion ; ThiSſuppotes 
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_ ſomewhat amiſs, which is to be amended, or ſome: 
what wanting, which is to be fupplied ; and both 


q F ; 5 eee N 8 
* q * "7 E 1 „ 7 
o : * 14 . * #>, 
* r * * "» 
; - Ne RY * 
; 8 15 ; * 1 9 * A 
Th. 5. 


and.! 
hath 2 


theſe ar@®ſignified by theſe words, Strengthen the Natur 
Things which remain. For Inſtruction in Righteroſ-WMhnlefs 
neſs ; This doth denote an Advancement and Pro- WW fen 
ficiency ſomewhat further; and ſo much may be ritt 
underſtood and attained from the aforementioned ess at 
word Strengt hen, and alſo it is implied from the fol- Wher for 
lowing Reproof, For I have not found thy works per- Whnd & 
| felt before God. Which do import, that they may, ind pr 
and alſo they ſhould be perſect before God. Now Ne to; 
tage all this Scripture together, and it is profitable , 
for all theſe aforeſaid Ends, That the Man of God, iure be 
or the Saints of the moft High (ſo called in Dani!) fare, 
may be Perfect, or have their Works Perfect before Wheeaſo) 
God, and throughly furniſhed unto all good Works. When's; 
Be watchful and ſtrengthen the things which remain that ur/Sup 
are ready to die; For I have. not Fran thy works fer. Wie: fla 
REAR Ge. oo. OE „„ , 
Upon the Hearing, or Reading of this ſame Scrip- We wit! 
+ tare, How feeleſt thou (O Man) it to be with thy please 
felf, or within thy'{elf ? For this is the right Read- . Por 
ing or Hearing of the Scripture, when it becomes a Nrampfe 
Book written within and without, Ez6k. 2. 10. Imean WW . 
hereby when thou findeſt and feeleſt within thine Wy 7 fh 
own ſelf according to what is written there. 5 BW ag; 
watchful. How doth this word find thee ? Doſt thou rate a; 
fand upon thy wa!ch, and ſet thee upon the tower? Hab. Wha the 
* 2.1. To keep the Avenues and Paſſages of thine Wheneſs 
own Heart ? Keep thy heart with all diligence ; for os ek, 16, 
of it are the 4 ves. of Life, Prov. 4. 15 Doſt thou m (oc 
watch againſt thoſe vain and evil Thoughts which abort 
would creep in there, fo as to keep them out ? Dolt Mut, we 
 ®how ſtand as a Guard or Sentinel over thine oun nin led 
ſelf? Be ſober, be vigilant ; becauſe your Adverſary 1! might 
devil malketh about, ſeeking whom he may devour, | Ne here 
Pet. 5. 8. And there flood a watch-man on the tone, Ws it 3 
in Bazreel, and he ſpied the company of Fehu'as h cant, Bit felves 
and ſaid, I ſee a company, 2 Kings 9. 17. So like Wil Us. 
Jeſus our foterunner, Doſt thou ſee. he Prince of o this" 


#orld as he cometh © The Devil with his Companſ 
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ſome: and Legion of evil Spirits and T emptations, Wbo 
| both {hath already ſorrewhat in che, that is, in th corrupt y 
n the Nature, heren to gronud and faſten hisTeM@ptatior, 
1e04ſ-Munlefsthoit doft watch againſt and prerent lt. 
Pro- WW it thotitd bea conſtant Rule to be obſerved in the 
ay be Chriſtian Life, if we would indeed Sin not (as the 
1oned eis any one {hall Sin, it will be fo much the bet⸗ 


ge fol- er for him throughout Eterfity) to watch againſt 

per- Wand foreſee the Temptations, ehen before they come | 
may, Wand prefent themſelves: © As for inftance, when we 4 
on re to go to ſit down at a Feaſt, we ſhouJd'ferd our j 
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ales with fear, Jude 12. Left. our Table becbme 4 

nare before ut; and that which ſhould have been for our 
eee 10. A trap, Pfal. 69. 2 2, and a 
ccal:on of ſurfetting, by zlatrony'or exceſs. And ſo 

rhen we go inte the Company of Rich People, or of 
ur/Superjours, we {hould Watch beforehant leaſt v: 

iv flattering Titles unto "Man, Ox perdiert rho thing 

bat ts right, for to pleaſe them. And ſq when,peo- 

e will not bear witneſs unto the Truth for fear of 
{pleaſing ; betein they are faulty and to ba blam - 
For faith Jeſus Chriſt "(who hath given us an 
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omes 4 Wrample that we ſhould do as he hath done), 70 this: 
I mean Wl was Thorn, and for this 715 came I into the world, 
: 4 . 7 771 * - 1 + 1 0 8 1 N *. f | 
1 1 hond bear witneſs unto the truth, John 18. 37. 
re. B. An mto mo- 


Again, if we dg at iny titne give way unto, mo- 
xt thou rate and Lawful Reci80 we ſhould watch, 
Hab. Wit they produce and bring fortb abundance fr 
f thine Mleneſs Cwhich, was the Iniquity of thy fifer Solow, 

for on Wk, 16, 49.) or turn away and alienate the Heart 
ot thou Win God's Spiritual Things, And fo when awe 

s which about our LAs, Labour, or. Worldly  Employ- 

t? Dol Wit we ſhould watch, leaſt this begets in us Eart — 
ne oun Bninlednefs, Covetoufneſs, or ſuch ike. And ſo 
rſary t! might can through whatever our band finds us 
r, e here on Earth We ſhout} ſee the Temptati- 
che tand u it is coming, apd be'parchful and ſtrengtben 
I cant, {elves beforehand in that part wherein it will 
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culcated (ia ſab the exceeding Neceſſity, Enforce 
pray; fur Ye. know not when the time is. For the Sin 


Man his. Vork, and commanded the Porter to waic 
Watch 5 therefore "| for X know nor when the maſter af 


our God is taken up 55 F therefore thou ſhalt nt 


. which places do not altogether ſo much relate ton toat, 


ment and Streſs that is laid thereon) towards the 
conclulM® of one Chapter. Take ye heed, watch and 


of Man is as a Man taking jr JON, who left his 
Hauſe, and gave authority to his. Servants, and to 47 


the Houle gomerh, at even, or at midnight, or at the 
Cock croming er in the morning) leſt coming ſuddenly, 


he find you ficeping. And what 1 ſay unto 30%, 1 jo) Nen 
unio ail, watch, Matk. 13. 33, 34, 38, 36. Paralcl NPortati 
places to. this are, Aar, 24. 42. Luk 12. 39, 40. and pf his 


ing qu Text, the ſame Exhortation and Counſeloſ 


watch,'T pi come on thee as 4 Thief, and thou ſhalt nat ure. 
know what hour [ will com upon tnee, Rev. 3. 3. T 


watchfülneſs againſt Temptation and Sin, but they Hud, Bj 
 lave reſpect unto the coming of the Day of the Lord. Mary. 
Which is either the Day of our ſeveral reſpectiveMe han 
| Deaths, or the Day of his general Judgment: ForWhinik n 
both theſe in Scripture, are called The Day of the Lord ;Mhareafy: 
and this Day of the Lord doth, and will. come as a, uſt c 
Ibief in the Night. But all this ſame Truth-is con- fengb 
. neRted and infoſded together. For watchfulnels a- poſſily 
gainſt Temptations ne Sin, is the only right watch -e gen 
ulneſs againſt the coming of the Day of the Loire kran 
either in our own ſeveral Deaths, and alſo agdinllWhoyoh | 
the great Day of his Judgment, Thus much mayMhr) tha 

be gathered and underſtood 8 what is written des no 
And take heed to your ſelves, left at anytime your hear Ir mind 
be overcharged with ſurfetting and drunkenneſs, 41d ca an an 
of this Liſe ; and ſo that day come upon you 144%"t1Sinow th 

or ; As.4 ſnare [hall it come on all them that dell on 114 they; 

- face of the whole Earth. Watch ye therefore and pray a: ey ſh: 
47s (this is directly pertinent to the matter in handMer-hout: 
that ye may be accounted worthy to eſcape all theſe thing lngod]y 
has ſhall come 19 paſs, and to and before the Son of 111"fleed te 
Luke ag. 34, 35, 3% 1, 4+ J 
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Pres forth "ae, the fill Voice 

f his. Word an | | 
wiſe, Stand upon your Beet like Watchmen, 
| Facul- 


no Die; but this 
aſonable Creature les down under it, when it 
$jult come upon him, and there is an end. Now, 
tough it is known to every one (for they cannet 
oflibly avoid this Knowledge) that they fill die in 
he general ; yet herein too many Men and Women 
te transformed after the manner of Beaſts; For al- 
bough they are juſt ſbaſible (whether they will or 
ot) that they muſt die. But here their Knowledge 
Pes no further; for they do no more heed, regard, 
mind what ſhall * of themſelves after Death, 


me as 4 
is con- 
nels a- 
t watch⸗ 
-he Lord 
ö again 
ach may 
Written. 
r heart! 


and chan an Horſe or Mule which have no underflanding, 
amal ao that they ſhall die at all. Do Oxen or Sheep 
rell ap b they are feeding in fat Paſtures, know then that 
d pra) ey ſhall be brqught to the Shambles, and Slaugh- 
in hand bouſe? 1 trow not. No more do Sinners, ot 
veſe ody, Hypocrites, or Unbelievers (although in- 


n of Mat 
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red they may a little fear and tremble thereat? | 
Wor thraughly, nor yet go they lay it to heart, 
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How that they ſhall die Death Eternal, after tha 


polfibiy be dote, to arm them 


Ghboſt calteth him) neither doth Fool ndnd thi, 
When the withed ſpring” at if Graſs, and, when all | 
» rarbers of izignity do flour iſh ; 1 1s that they hall .. 
— defrayed for ever, Plat. 93. 6, J. so it Will ben 

5 9 45 notwithſtanding now it is beſide 


 oblerye all e wotions ot. the Enemy: 
they ſee him cotning. to give heed unto what, place 
he is coming to begin bis Attack or Onſet: And 


Deſendants do whatever they can to ſtrengthen and 
fortifie that place with Paliſadoes, Ditches, Ram 


7 5 ſaid, That thoſe in a Beſte 
1 


po 


and yet people would fair avoid that; but in-vain 


lem the Second and eternal Death. And here, als 


they haye firſt taſted of Death Temporal. Tin. 
Acct if they did Know and lay it throughly to hear, 
They would be watchftil yk it, as now. People 
are watchful” either to flce from,” or if that 'CANNint 

hemſelves againſt, and 
encounter with the Sword of a devduring Ener. 
A Brutiſß Man lnoneth not (obſerve how the Hof 


* 


e common Opinion and Expectation, of the Pe 
an 
Ide end of Watching, either in thoſe in /a Bel: 
eged City, or in an Army that lies incamped, is t. 

ö | ite Enemy: And when 
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feet y 
Above 
be able 
tale che 
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Prayer. 
uitg 2 
wonde 
azreeal 
toward 
Is here 


ul per 
Again t. 


they perceive that place is weak already, then th 


parts of Earth, and ſuch like, thereby to withtan 
the Force and Aſſault of the It is common 
Ah ged. City, or in a ger 

it; for there is to them no runniig 

away after they are Enea ed: and ſo there is nc: 
oy of ſtrengthening work ; i there is no room & 
ibility for flight. The Exe; of us all 15 mud 
more {o as to the Powers of the World 10 come. Fil 
here we have to do with two Enemies, Death int 
firſt place (He is called an "Enrmy, 1 Cor. 15. 26 
and that which follows after,"tym, is Hell. Thet 


I” 
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1s no fleeing fiom, and aroiding Temporal Deati 


ght, nniſt ſtand to it 


For all muſt Die. But bleſſed, and ever Bleſſed h 
his Name, we may by the Grace and Armour 
God, frengthen, and fortife, and preſerve our ſchi 


lore ; 
eaſed. 
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As to this, many people are too ſlack, . 10 
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ea We muſt unavoidably grapple with the,. 


We l eath. But here is the Work, the Labour aud 
bean the e it we can pluck out the Sting thereof, and 
Peopl get the. Victory over the Grave; ſothatit ſhall not 
ng by coalign' us over (as it doth others) unto the ſecond 


or Death This may be, yea and is done by the Armour 9 9 
5 of Gid, whereby the Soul is ſtrengthened that it hal! 


e. not die Eternall yr: 


00 What this Armour of God is we may read in the 6th = 
al] 1+, Chapter of the Epheſians. In the eleventh and thir- 
2 f teentn V erſes thereof, we have a doubled word o? 
be z Command. Put on, and tale unto you the whole Armour = 
" beſides of Cod, thet ye may be able to nithſtand in the evil day 1 


(That is, in the Day of Death, and of Judgment; 
ſor then theſe Evils will encounter us.) An . Ml 
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A Be l to ſtand (Mark here again the patheticalne 

A. is amettneſs and wo the Exhortation) Srand 

J en berefore, having your loiis girt about with truth, and 5 
id when 3%] god 1 | 48 
at. plac bavin on 'the Breaſt plate of Righteouſneſs ; and your = 
Wand feet ſhod wih the preparation of the Goſpel of Peace. —_— 
berth Above all, taking the ſhield of Faith wherewicth ye ſhall ü 
then ant be able to quench all the fiery Darts of the wicked. And —_ 
N Ram dale the Helmet of Salvation, and rhe Sword of 'the Spirit, 

ichſtag which" is the Word of God. Praying always with all 

common er and ee, 99 in the Spirit, aud watching there- Bay 
in a d luith all perſeverance. - Behold here in what a = 


wonderful: manner the ' Scripture , is conſonant and 
azreeable to it ſelf, and connected together. For 
towards the cloſe of that whole Armour of God, it 
Is here added and ae xe, Watching thereunto with 
ul per ſeverance. Which agrees unto and brings home 


o running 
e is heel 
o room d 
| 15 mud 


th * gain to the words of our Text, Be watchful, and © 
165 30. ben the things which remain, that are ready ro 4 1 

ll 900 Now this whole Armour of God here mentioned. 
* in van all Strengthening. Now this word Strengthen dog ll 
Biel Port and preſuppoſe that there was ſome ſtrength 4 
Armour Miele; but it is to be added une, confirmed and in- 4 

our {eh icaled.” But they that wait upon the Lord, ſhall renew 1 
here, al.” en geh, Ia. 49. 31. So that here it may be ee 
enn af enten and requilite to turn ins *ards, and Ihc 
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FP 
_ within. the Clas of our ſelves; to examine and 
prove our ſelves: whether we have put on, and taken 
do us the whole Armour of God, and to ſee of what 
kind and proof it is. Commune then with thy 
ſelf, O my Soul, and make a, diligent ſearch and 
enquiry. (Pray let your Souls allo do the like, a 

- Þ ask theſe ſhort Queſtions to my ſelf) Do I Rand 
therefore? And have I my loins girt about ith 
truth? And have I on the breaſt plate of Righteouſneſ;? 
(The Lord enable me wherewith I may be Righteous 
unto others before I Die) And are my Feet 2 with 

4 | 775 Peace? Have I taten th! 
= ſhield of Faith? Aud the. Helmet of Salvation, and 
+ the, Swond of the Spirit, which is the Word of. God ? And 
do LPrayalvays. with all prayer and ſupplication in th: 
Spirit, matching thereunto with all perſeverance ? (Here 
is the Crowning of the matter) and ſupplication for 
ll Saints? Whereby is ant, That 1 do not de- 
{ire the Salvation and Benefit only for my ſelt, but 
for others alſo, even the whole Ele& of God. (Cal 

to mind, O my Soul, the former days in which I was 
illaminated., Truly, my. beloved Brethren, upon the 
remembrance — looking back, I do find a decay 
and a growing — worſe over what it was 
with me in my Touth. I ſpeak this to my ſhame, 
as alſo for a warning and Iuſtruction to others. For 
have not now that Zeal ſor God, that fervency 
, of Spirit, That indignatien and vexation again 
Sin, both in my ſelf and others, as I can Recollect 

I then had. But now I am Mown into a kind cf 
idiffereney, unconcerned neſs and worldly manner 
pt Spirit, It was the Prayer of a Servant of God 
in bs Generation, That he might keep. up tis youth!y 
= =eal, withhis old Diſcretion. The ſame is neceſſary 
= and proper for me: For though I hope, I have now 
tome bat more Stayednels, Solidity, Knowledge and 
Judgment in things pertaining to God; yet what 
is nom become of iny former Zeal: and my Streng 
n the ſoun ding ef. my bowels 2. 1 beheld\\the Trar|: 
EE ro ours, and was grieued, lerauſe they lept 107 thy mort, 
[EE PL ug, 138. And 1 did then Sigh for «f | the, 4. 
1 3 bf : | H 4 1 1 bergi nation: ; 
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main. Intimating thereby, that ſome things are gone 
„ . 


therefore. from whence thou art fallen, and Repent and 1 1 


geren Fack. 9.4; which were done inthe %, = HY 
Towns and Villages of this Nation. I do not ſpeak i 


theſe Things becauſe it is the Scripture Phraſe, but it 
bath been really o with me. And there was then a 
ſenſible vexation of Spirit in me, when God was 
any ways Diſhonoured or Deſpiſed. But alas! All 1 
theſe are now Reſtrained and Leſſened with me; And alt 
have became ſomewhat like Gallio, To care for none 

of: theſe chings. Strange, but yet true! That I, 
whole Heart heretofore was always full with Expect- 
ation of the future and eternal Things; yet the 
nearer I have approached towards them, Ihave been 
more unmindful and negligent concerning them. , 
Here indeed is a Natural Reaſon for this; forby thinkæ 
ing of the ſame Things over and over fo very often, 7 
they do leſs aftect. I can remember the Time when ® 
all the Thoz2h!: and 8 of my Heart, All my 
Care, Endeavour and Labbur, and the whole in me 
that I ſpake or did, was how to make my Calling and 
Election fare ; and that I might be Saved: and Happy 
after that this Life ſhould be ended: But of latter 
Years, and even now, I do not uſe altogether {o much 
diligence about it; although now the time of Deciſion 

for my Everlaſting Happineſs and ' Miſery 18 nearer ; 
then ever it was yet. I can alſo callto mind rhoſe for- ml 
mer Days, wherein I had that lively Senſe of God, nl 
and of Heavenly Things, more then ever I had ſince. Ss 35 
Truly, ail theſe are Declemfioms and Things ready to 
Die, which the 61s" God in the Text doth com- 
mand us to ſtrengis, and alſo the Things that re- 
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away and Periſhed. ns | . © , —_ 
In the foregoing Chapter, the Spirit of God ſpeakxs —_ 
Reproof, Correction and Inſtruction in Righteoul neſs, 
appolite. and helpful to all theſe particular failings = 
alorementioned. Nevertheleſs I have ſome mhat againſt 1 
hte, becauſe thou haſt left thy ſirſt Love. Remember 


co the fert Works, or elſe I will come unto thee quickly, 7 'F 
N will. remove thy Candleſtict out of his place, *excepts 
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of indifferency, nor of bate complaining (as the Re- mul 


* L 


ligion of ſome is to complain, and not to mend, or mer 

4 grow” better) to leave one's firſt Love: But there each 
_* muſt be Labour to attain unto it again; for otherwiſe UP « 
ö God here dectares, That he will remove thy Candleſtick time 
out” of | his place; That is, his Light and Grace fron Leal 


thy Heart; and then in plain terms, there is no go- 1 TI 
ing to Heaven, the place of eternal and unchange- there 
able Light. There is all the Reaſon in the Word For 
that people ſhould retain their firtt Love, and 4e, Holy 
their firſt Eſtate, Jude 6. and pray that the Lord would WM culia 
increaſe them more and more, as they fee the day ap- teltit 
F , proaching,/and as they cone nearer to appear 5 Trar 
ie Object beloved, the God, unto whom all Fliſb WM Coun, 


hall come. And as they haſten to receive the end of te 
their Faith, the Salvation of their Souls, unlets they WM doing 
loſe it by leaving their firſt Love, and by not keep- and 

ing their firſt Eſtate. We are day after day nearcr Th 
to Death and Immortality, and we draw continually MW Duty 
nearer in time, when we ſhall appear before God, ſo thi 
whois the Father of Spirits, and the Center of our {MW we g 
Souls and of all Created Beings; Theretore it is mect up b 
and riglit that our latter and laſt Days thauld be our WM Vide 
better and beſt Days: Our latter and laſt Wos and 
*. ſhould be our better and beſt Works. For ſaiththe Spirit 
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- 


=— _ Holy Ghoſtin the place aforementioned, Repent and the 1h 
=_— a 4 e firf works. And again he faith by way of WM It is 
= ” "commendation, I know thy Works, and Charity, and IM and : 
4 Service, and Faith, and thy hat ienct and thy Horte, andi: in us 
I, to be more then the firit;Rev. A 19. By works being their 
A4 ocubled and repeated twice in the fame verſe, is {hewn I te, be 
ttghat the Spirit of God is very well pleated with them, WM foldin 
hut call to mind the former Days after ye were Roth 
illuminated. Recollecte and rub up your Memo: and | 
i» Ties at what Age or Seaſon of Lite ye were it the beli An 
mind and frame of Spirit towards the Lord God of MW who { 
EB Jail Where is thy Zral, and thy Strength, and thy of Go 
oraler Diligence? The per futual Hills did bow. -Wizt Wi ye are 
k - 45.now become of that perpetual Zqzing thy feli l: What 
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F 
muſt begin again, and return back to that thy fore. 
wer State, and Labour to add to it yet ſeven fold in 
each particular now towards the cloſe and ſhutting 
up of thy Days. We ſhould Recollect at what 
time: of Life we were the belt Servants, and molt 
Zealous for God. So ne ſhould abound more aud mare, 
1 Thef. 43. 1. Juſt as we come to be ripe for, and ga- 
thered by him, who is the great propuctour of Souls. 
For he faith, All Souls are mine; and ſuch as are 
Holy, and Clean, and Innocent, He takes in a pe- 
culiar manner unto himſelf. If we have beretofore 
teſtiſied on behalf of the inviſible God againſt all the 
Tranſgreſſion that is in the World,, and ſtood in God's 
Counſel, and cauſed his People to hear his Words in order 
to turn them ſrom their evil may, and from the evil of their 


| doings, er. 23. 22. We ſhould do it FR again, yea, 
| v. 5 | 


and much more earneſtly and ztalot 


This know, That by doing the ſeveral Acts of | 


Duty, we are more cnabled and ſtrengthened to do 
ſo till. For inſtance, by performing Acts of Zeal, 
we grow more Zealous; For thete things are kept 
up by the-Uie ond Exerciſe of them; as contrari- 
wile upon the O.uiſſion and Neglect they languiſh 
and utterly wither away. Agrecable hereunto the 


are faith in the Text. Be watchful and ftrenothen 
˖ 


e things which remain, that are ready to die. Thus 


it is as to the ſeveral Gyaces and Giſts of the Spirit, 


and as to the ſeveral good Works that are wrought 
in us; They arc ail to be acici and. employed as to 
their ſeveral Obiccts, and as every Opportunity is 
to be had; for by only keeping them within and 


| folding up theſe Talents in a Napkin, they ſerve for 


nothing, They; 
and Periſh, and ready to Die. . 

And now examine and prove your ſelres all ye 
who ſhall hear or Read theſe Things, What there is 
of God and Goodnets in ye that is ready to die? This 
je are called upon, and commanded to Strengthen. 
What precious Truths of bis are almoſt forgotten? 
et and bring them into your mind. again, 


grow liſtleſs and ſubject to Decay 


oer "to reuieve aud recover again what was 
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lelyes, and have themſelves excuſed. 
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ee leg for thus doing tends towards the i. 


velting ze with Life for evermore, as ſoon as this 
LI Which is as a Vapour and continneth not, ſhall 
„ F 
No, a word or two as to the Reaſon ſubſequent, 
For I have not found thy works perfect before God. From 
hence 1 would note and obſerve in the firſt place, 
That there is a great difference between what will be 
theſudgment of God indeed, hen the great Day of his 
Judgment is come, and what is our Apprehenſions and 
Sentiments concerning it before hand. For it will be 


* 


much fnore Krict and exceeding; than what we now 


believe or think concerning it. Such as are here Re- 
proved and found wanting in the Text, would paſs 
tor good Chriſtians in theſe Days, and no fault would 
be found concerning them. For ſay the. People of 
the World, we muſt judge Charitably, and not over 
| ſevere, Teaſtit turn againſt our ſelves. But here we 
have nothing to do to judge at all; for we are all 
fellow Servants and fellow Creatures. And though 
many take upon them to be rather ſudges of the Law 
than doers thereof; and they being Sinners themſelves, 
will paſs a favourable Sentence upon others, be- 
cauſe they would be dealt favourably with them- 
Here again, 
all Judgment betongs to the Lord, who will 2ani/;} 
* theggounſels of the Heart, and then every Man [hall 
* have praiſe of the Lord, who bath been in Truth his 
Saint or Servant. For God is judge himſelf, Selab, 
Pal. 50. 6. He will condemn whom Man acquits ; 
And foraſmuch as many of his Saints aud Servants 
are condemned and ſpoken Againſt by the World; 
Here he will acquit whom Man condemns. He ig 
that juſtifieth me, Who mill contend with me? Let us ſtand 
 rogtthey: who it mine adv*r ſary? let him comerntar to me. he. 


| hold the LagdGod will help me, Iyho is he that hall con lem, 


ze ? Iſh. 50. 8. 9. And ſo contrariwiſe tan Jets 
Jeſus Chriſt tothe Phariſees. © Te are they which f 
fi: your ſelves before Men; but d knoweth your He 
for that which is highly eſteemed "anne jt. Men, i 
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minatidn in the ſight of, God, Like 10, 16. 
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Eſteem f the World, and another thing to be ſa in ⁵⁵ 
God's Account and Acceptance. For my thoughts * * "ll 
are not ,your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, . 
faith the Lord : For as the Heavens are higher than the 
Earth, ſo are my ways higher. than your ways, and my 
thoughts higher than your thoughts, Iſa. 5. 8, 9. So 

it will be as to his future Judgment, it will be greater 
and higher than Man's Apprehenſions and Senti- 
ments concerning it, as Heaven is greater and higher 
than Earth. And it will be n much 
ſtricter as a Juſt and Holy God, who is Impartial 
and All-knowing, doth execed a Guilty and Igno-— 
rant Sinner, Of which future Judgment the Prophets 
aud Apoltles, and Holy Men of God, as they! were 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt, have enquired and ſearched 
diligently 5 and they ſpeak thereof in that manner as 
would make the beſt of us all to tremble thereat. 
If thou, Lord, ſhouldeſt mark iniquities; O Lord, bo 
ſhall ſtand? Pſal. 130.3. And enter not into ly aro of 


with thy Servant : For in thy fight ſhall no Man living 


$ © 


1 * 
T4 ks i 
= 
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be juſtified, Plal. 143.2. That every mouth may lle 
fopped, and all the world may become gwilty before God, lu 
Rom. 3. 19. And again, the Lord ſhall jndge his People. ko 
Itis 4 47 thing to fall into the 2 of the Living 
Cad, Heb. 10. 30, 31. For the time is come 2 = 
ment muſt begin at the Houſe of God ; and if it firſt be- ' _ 
ein at us, What ſhall the end be of them that obey not the ll 
Goſpel of God And if the riehteons ſcarcely be ſaved, © 
where [hall the ungolly and the ſinner appear ; 1 Pet. 4. 
17, 18. Would ye know yet more concerning the - ® 
exceeding ſtrictneſs and feverity of this future Judg- 
ment? Truly, I cannot ſay much more of it aſter all 
theſe Divine Witneſſes. But I would. fir wp your . 
pure minds by way of Remembrance, That both ye, and,” 
my felt, together with all the reaſonable lahabitants 


Affiles, of our Gol. For we maſt all appear before the 
julgment feat of Chriſt, that very one may receive the 

things done in his body, according to that he hath dont, 4 
whether it be good or bad. And thereupon it is im- 
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tte terrous of the Lord, ne per ſuade Men, 2 Cor. 5. 10, wh 
111. Andthen we thallſee; know, and find how ex- Ln 
ceeding ffi, and after what manner this general So: 


& * Judgment ſhall be. Behold, I have told you before. And be 
1 eſſed are thoſe Servants (it will be indeed but a few RY. 
of many that ſhall then have this Character) to whom not 

his own Spirit may bear witneſs, J have found thy tho 


. Fr, 


wort perfect before God. 3 f 
=_ . Secindly, From this manner of ſpeech I would note 50 1 
4 and obſerve ſomewhat concerning the Doctrine of it 1 
Perfection. It is a Queſtion common in theſe our 
Days, whether Perfection is attainable in this Life or 
| Not? Some hold it in the Affirmative, and ſome deny 
it: I would here go in the middle way between Perf 

both Extreams, or between Errour on both hands. 1 


Sep ex 

Ignis is certain, that amidſt fo many Imaginations ut 
And Sayings of Men, which conſound and perplex, er 
It is good in the firſt place to hear what the Spiri: is th 


. ſaith, and to ſearch the Scriptures (the pillar and ground to 1: 
=— of Truth) what they ſpeak concerning this matter, ure 
And here would firſt commend to your Meditation Perf 
ftthat great place in Dea. 18 13. Thon (halt be perfect WM. GG; 
with the Lord thy God. The Marginal Reading there cient 


oppoſite to the word Perfect, is upright and lincere; W Thre 
and if we take that in, then it weuld run thus, 7% WM of C 
ſhalt be upright or ſincere with the Lord thy God, Many (for 
; fayings in the Goſpel, eſpecially in the ſayings of our may. 
Lord and Savieur [cus Chriſt (in whom all Scrip- 2 
ture doth center) are quoted ont of the Old Teſta- too u 
* ment: S0 I do believe that that Commandment, br State 
. ye therefore. perfelt, even as your Father which is in H 
Heaven it perfett, Mat. 5. 48. bath reference to this in W 
Original place in Dex. 18. 13. Like as the Apoſtle cur b 
Peter doth enforce his Exhortation by Quoting it is Pe 
out of the Old Teſtament. But as he which hath cal- It! 

led you holy, is holy, jo be ye holy in all manner of con- ing, 
verſation- © Becruſe it is written, Be ye holy, for I am nor h 
oh, 1 Pet: 1. 16, 16. Which ſame words are in woul 
” » Leviticus 11. 44. And 19. 2. And 20. 7. Now cb: ear 
ſerve hete again how one place of Scripture hetpsto 8 T7, 
make out and explain auother. For it being tus the 1 
WEIS 11 . what 1 
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| ſould be: 2 the 115 2 Ws part, that 4 Mori. { 


5 500 


950 1 Sam. 2: 2. For thod val art. 0, Rev 


ev. 15.4. 
ter the very ſame {;militude of things, it 05 


0 reaſoned. that no Mortal Grains is Perfect, even 
as'our Heavenly 1 is Perfect. And yet we are 


not to think that the SN 


15 155 ain, ot that 
thoſe Commands of Dea, 1 * 7 ah 


Mat. Sy. + were, 


wen to no, purpoſe, . In no wi e. So that the 1 alf 15 
en dee 00 BITE | after Pert And- 
it being elſewhere 8 4 7 Lots will perfect that 
which concerneth me, 0435 „ 225 ing Holi- 
neſs in the fear of God, 2 Cox. 7.1 Ther fort leving 


the principles of the Ben, . of Chriſt, let ..# on unto 
Ka, Heb. C. 1. And by what. is La 2 

ext of having our works perfect before Cod. 
185 all this together, and. Ka thence it! way 1 

rſtood, That not to attain unto abſolute boy ein 
is the weakneſs and infirmity of the Fleſh; but not 
to labour or endeavour after it, is the fault Sol fail- 
ure of the Spirit. For indeed we Sin, if we are, not 


Perfecting Holineſs, in the fear of God, and if we. do noet 


Go on to Perfection: For . not to ink: it ſath-. 
cient (as the Nn of PAY 18) to ſtand at the 
Threſhold or Beginning (for ſo Principles ſignify), 
of Chriſtianity. 0 now we are ready to die, we 


75 be perfect; before God... Aue after all, 74 be per- ' 
'# as God is. perfect, This Knowledge and Nut in 

oo wonderful for us nere! ip this Mortal and Corrupt 
Kate! It is high, we cannot attain, unto it. 

However let nothing be wanting in our Labour and 
in Wor kidg together with the Grace of God, towards 
our becoming as Perfect, even ax, our Heavenly Faber 
i 1 

It hath been Objected to Miniſtets and their Preach-* 
ing, that people have not heen made better, by. it, 
nor have been ſhewed the way. iv $8 get out of Sin; 1 
would that they bad ſo managed their holy Functi- 
On andy. Nat tbeſe Guin: {ayers bad not. { poken 
Truth * For indeed there is a great defeòt in 
* 3 . as it is now uſed among 
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- them: * * twenty third oa er of Jeremiah, and 
- the thirteenth and thirty. four Chap Jo of Ezchiel, 
„ 5 Fug r ar 0 nd 4 he. The 
e lurnule a ejudice poſſibly. ariſe Again! 
the DoAffne here deliyred, B t however we are al- 
lowed; yea e a „to make known the 
4 | Frith Gets in Feſus , SF "= wal ray” a at, 
or if they miſunderſtand our 1 dur anſwer is 
tie A He that is able to receiv ir, let him receive it. 
Vet neyertheleſs, that we may not give the leaſt Li- 
cence or Encouragement to continue in Sin. What 
ball ne ſay then? Shall we. continue in fin that grace 
8 15 — 0 604 forbid + How ſhall ne that are dead 
in, 1 any longer therein ? Rom. C1, 2. Nor yet 
may people content themſelves with the lower 2 
or attainments of Chrittianity, much leſs with the 
meet duttrard profeſſion of it. "Theſe things I will af- 
firm conſtantly. Having therefore theſe e C dearly 
beloved.) Fa ws cleanſe our ſelves from all filthineſs of the 
Fleſh and Spirit, perfecting (mind and obey this word 
13 * )Holineſs in the fear of God, 2 Cotł. 7. I. And 
exhort both, ye and by ſelf, That, Forgetting thoſe 
| thin ae are behind, Phil. 3. 13. nd in no wiſe ſa⸗ 
td our ſelyes with what we h heretofore done 
= tdi God; 400 * 100 s on to perfetFion. And now 
in the ſumming 88 of all (if theſe 
= {ſhould be the fal Idol that ever I ſhall publiſh) I 1 
= could nat leave a better Direction and Inſtruction 
0 with ye fot ye to Remember and Practice; That now 
both ye, and my ſelf Be warchfu! and ſtrengtben the 
EF * rhings which remain that are ready to die, (Nothing is 
4 ſwo certain as that our Body and outward Man is 
teady to die) and that weuſe our utmoſt Diligence 
and conſtant Endeavour, by working together "with 
| bis Grace in us, that we may have our Works perfelt 
before God. | 
For yet a Titele , and he that ſhal I come, will 
tome, aud will not tarry, Heb. 10. 37. Leaſt coming 
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plication: 


ol. this Sermon. But as when my ſelf was an Hearer. Wo 
be Sermons, I always moſt approved of in my mind 
ry thoſe Sermons, which from their beginning to te 
al end, was Uſe and Application all along By the | 
the way, I do not refuſe or diſdain to hear Sermons 1 
at, till, For a wiſe Ae hear and will increaſe len. © 


r is ing, Prov. 1. 5. Ahd again it is written, He that 1 1 
Fir. turneth away his ear from hearing the Law, even hig 8 
„„ WW prajer ſhall be abominat ion, Prov. 28. 9. But © 
the manifeſtation of the Spirit is given to] every 
Man to profit withal, 1 Cor. 12. 7. ' As every Man 
| bath received the Gift, even ſo miniſter the [ame one ta 
another as good Stewards of the manifold Grace of Gal. 
If any Man ſpeak, let him peak as the Oracles of God: 
If any Man miniſter, let him do it as of the ability 
nhich God giveth, that God in all things nd be glei- 
fe through Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Pet. 4. 10, 11. And fo I, a 
reach to others according to the Knowledge giren 8 
me, and as J have received the Gift; And allo I hear * nl 
Sermons ſtill, and fo am determined to my Lives ". | 
end, in what place ſoever I think the Word of God . ,.\ 
is faithfully and truly ſpoken. And he that hath ny | 
word, let him ſpeak my word faithfully. ' What is the 
Chaff to the Wheat, ſaith the Lord {Jer 23. 28. And 
ſo according to the Ability which God giveth, 1 
have endeavoured to manage all this foregoing Diſ- 4:28 
courſe, by making known to ye all albng Uſeful 4 
and Soul ſaving Truths. The Uſe is the Miniſters 
Work; that he Preach or deliver nothing but what 
is the Doctrine according to Godlineſs ; and what i 
profitable and edifying. But the Application is the _—_ 
Hearers Work, even what they hear, to apply unto g®? * > 


themſelves all along, and to bring it home to their ® ü 
own Conſciences, yg thous as in the ſight of 
God. + Both Preacher and Hearers muſt give account 
which will be with Joy and not with Grief; and 

the former will be profitable unto them: If as they, . 
Hear, ſo if they would likewiſe Obey him that hate, a 
ſpoken unto them inthe Name of the Lord, and made 
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011 what” 1 OY comfort and n tht 
. el bave fel the People of this my 
* Generatiop opp 2ountry;, accotding to the integrity 
＋ At, 2 guided them by the skilfulneſs of 
=. Th, 2 ſeeing we bave this Miniftry, a: 
y Y . 16 ' have rectived Mercy we Faint ao: 5 But have re- 
f rel the hidden things of di Pi iſhoneffp, not walking in 
1 Ji, nor e den, word 0 God deceitful! 12 Fra 


oh manitefation of the Trath, commending our ſelves to 


try Man's onſelence” in "the fight of God, 2 Cor. 
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